


There are some opinions that Afghans repeat like mantras when questioned
about their country. These opinions don’t necessarily reflect the facts, but cer-
tainly represent the state of mind of the people. They thus become facts.

- We have lost initiative in our country. Americans imposed on us this govern-
ment, that they control, they deal directly with the military and we don’t have
a say in the decisions that shape our lives. Everything is arranged above our
heads. They haven’t done anything for the people, they are worse than Rus-
sians. They just launch these campaigns with big poetic names like Big North
Wind or Mountain Fury, and Taliban keep winning, they are on the outskirts
of Kabul already. Obviously the Taliban could be removed in no time, America
willing, but instead America prefers to play a game of hide and seek.

-We have lost our solidarity. Before the fighting we had our rich and poor, obvi-
ously, but the rich knew they had to take care of the poor, so the latter could
rely on them in time of need. Now it’s gone. Our commanders made profit from
the fighting in the country. This is the money that gets invested in Afghani-
stan today, the money from fighting, not the money from business, and it’s
not invested in production, just housing. They don’t know how much they have
got and don’t care if they lose it. So the feeling of insecurity is still there. The
commanders enjoy their wealth and their former soldiers go begging. After the
fighting the international aid increased inequalities even more. The charities
offered absurd money for housing and services, thus creating another finan-
cial elite. In the same time by handing help directly to the needy they induced
the poor into passivity and claiming attitude. They destroyed their moral and
physical fitness. And what more, the huge money the charities spent on their
lifestyle is presented in the books as international aid to Afghanistan but it all
goes to few rich, foreign companies and Toyota.















A football match in an empty swimming pool on top of Bibi Mahru hill in Nothern
Kabul






Boys clean carrots by spraying water on them and kicking to get the mud go in a
wasteland behind Habibia High School. The number of land mines is still very high in
Afghanistan and people with prosthesis are trying to make a living. Recently the UN
cut funds necessary for demining by 60%, jeopardising the plan to clean Afghanistan
by 2012.
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In Afghanistan, wherever there are kites, there is kite fighting. During the fight two
kites are flown close to one another, often at great heights. The object is to use the
wire of your kite to cut the wire of your opponent’s kite and set it free. When a kite
is cut free, it flutters into the far reaches of the city. Such kites are said to be “free
and legal,” and can be retrieved by children to fly another day. Each neighbourhood
crowns its own kite-fighting champion. Kabul, Maranjan Hill.









Jobless builders gather every morning at sunrise at the Saraj Shamoli roundabout in
Kabul, where they are offered jobs by private small investors. Kabul looks like a boom-
ing city and small scale construction and renovation works are going on everywhere
but employment opportunities for unskilled labour in this sector are scarce, highly

seasonal and subject to huge competition. The country has 40% unemployment rate,
with jobs in the province non existent.
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